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Abstract. —The type series of Ommatius tenellus van der Wulp and O. tibialis Ricardo

were examined and redescriptions are given for both species. A lectotype and paralecto-

types are designated for O. tenellus, new records extend the range of the species across

northern Africa, and illustrations of the terminalia are presented. Ommatius abdelkurien-

sis Scarbrough (new name) is proposed as a replacement name for O. tibialis.
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As a part of my revisionary studies of the

African species of the tribe Ommatiini

(Scarbrough and Marascia 1996, 2000), this

paper clarities and stabilizes the identities

of Ommatius tenellus van der Wuilp ( 1899)

and O. tibialis Ricardo (1903). Both species

were originally reported from present day

Yemen, O. tenellus from two sites on the

mainland and O. tibialis from the island of

Socotra. Yet specimens labeled incorrectly

as O. tenellus are frequently found in mu-

seums. Furthermore, the species was re-

ported from southern India (Joseph and Pa-

rui 1998) and was listed in the recent Ori-

ental and Afrotropical catalogues (Oldroyd

1975). Until recently these reports have not

been verified (Scarbrough and Hill 2000).

Material examined herein extends the range

of O. tenellus westward from Yemen and

Israel across the Sahara desert to Senegal.

However, O. tenellus is not yet found east

of Yemen. A new name for Ommatius tib-

ialis, a junior homoym of O. tibialis Say

(1823), is proposed.

Methods

Terminology, measurements, and ratios

follow that of previous work (Scarbrough

and Marascia 1996, 2000; Scarbrough and

Hill 2000). Museum acronyms follow Ar-

nett et al. (1993). Data labels associated

with each syntype are numbered (1), (2),

(3), etc., indicating the sequence of labels

on the pin from top to bottom. Brackets

provide further information not present on

type labels.

Ommatius tenellus van der Wulp
(Figs. 1-10)

Ommatius tenellus Wulp 1899: 97. Type lo-

cality: Arabia [= Yemen], Leiji & Haith-

alhim; 6 syntypes OXUM, BMNH; Old-

royd 1975: 135 (catalogue); 1980: 348

(catalogue).

Redescription.

—

Male: Black body, gray

to yellowish-gray tomentose, pale yellow to

whitish vestiture and yellow legs. Length,

body 7.0-8.0 mm; wing 5.3-5.7 mm.
Head: Face scattered short setae dorsally.
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Figs. 1-6. Ommutiiis tenellus. male terminalia. 1-3. Lateral, dorsal, and ventral views. 4, Gonostylus. 5-6.

Aedeagus, dorsal and lateral views. Abbreviations: Ce = cercus, Ep = epandrium, Gc = gonocoxite. Hy =

hypandrium.
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abundant, longer setae ventrally; 2-4 thick,

ventromedial bristles and 2 rows of long,

thin bristles present; FHWR1.0:6.5-1.0:

6.6. Flagellum slightly longer than scape;

FWLR 1.0:1.1. Occiput with 10-12 short,

thick, postocular bristles extending to mid-

lateral margin of eye, none proclinate.

Thorax: Pronotum gray tomentose,

white setose; bristles white. Mesonotum

mostly dense tomentose, glabrous median

stripe, often divided anteriorly with narrow

line of tomentum, and 2 lateral spots pre-

sent; setae sparse dorsally, 2 dorsocentral

bristles present, about as thick and as long

as scutellar bristles; anterior notopleural

bristle black. Scutellum without a subapical

groove, 2 marginal bristles and sparse thin,

setae present. Anepimeral bristle present.

Halter yellow.

Wing: Hyaline, surface slightly corru-

gated. Dense microtrichia present narrowly

along apical margin. Cell rl long, ending

just before costal vein, petiole extremely

short. Cell r4 with base just beyond apex of

cell d, sides beyond base nanow, parallel.

Crossvein r-m just before to just beyond

middle of cell d. slightly shorter than basal

petiole of cell m3. Base of cell m, wide,

WR1.0:2.0:1.9. Cell m3 with apex near

base of cell ml.

Leg: Fore and middle coxae with stout

bristles. Fore and middle trochanters yel-

lowish brown, hind trochanter brown. Fem-

ora largely yellow, brown variable anteri-

orly, ranging from light brownish yellow

basally, light to brown streaks, to exten-

sively brown, narrow apex of middle and

hind femora brown in type series only; bris-

tles yellow. Fore femur with 1 stout, ven-

trobasal bristle; middle femur with 1 anter-

oventral and 3-4 posteroventral bristles.

Hind femur with 5, wide spaced, anterov-

entral bristles; 5 posteroventral bristles pre-

sent on basal third only; HFWLR1.0:5.5.

Tibiae yellow, narrow apex of middle tibia

usually and hind tibia always brown. Basal

tarsomere of all tarsi largely yellow, narrow

apex and remaining tarsomeres of each tar-

sus brown; all tarsi with few to several yel-

low bristles.

Abdomen: Slightly clavate apically.

Ground color mostly black to dark brown,

apical margin of most segments lighter, api-

cal 1 to 2 segments lighter, grading to red

or yellow; tomentum mostly gray, light

brownish-yellow to reddish-brown spot

with brown setae on most tergites dorsally;

setae mostly yellow.

Tenninalia: Brownish yellow to yellow.

Epandrium wide basally, abruptly narrowed

and digitate apically. Aedeagus with sheath

concave in lateral view, apically with abun-

dant setae, thin in lateral view, thicker in

dorsal view. Gonocoxal process, unusually

long and wide, triangular. Hypandrium

about as long as wide, slightly emarginated

apically.

Female: Differs from male as follows.

Body 8.3 mm; wing 7.7 mm; FHWR1.0:

5.7; FWLR 1.0:1.0; mlWR 1.0:2.5:2.5;

HFWLR1.0:49. Thorax: Glabrous stripes

and/or spots, narrow/small, sometimes ab-

sent. Leg: Hind femur with only long, thin

posteroventral setae on basal third. Abdo-

men: Apical 2-3 segments reddish yellow

to yellow. Tergite 9 long laterally, broadly

emarginate posteriorly. Spermatheca wide

basally, strongly nanowed and recurved

apically. Genital fork slender.

Specimens examined. —ALGERIA: 1 6.

Hoggar Tit Oued Anded, 2 1. VIII. 1987,

Tanurix A. Pauly Rec, (MRAC). CHAD: 3

9, Konom, 800 m. 30 Aout 1959, TIBES-

TI, Piedmont, SW Romeau de Mire,

(MNHN); 1 6, Tchad: N'Gouri, distr. De
Kanem Vm-1958, R Renaud, (MRAC). IS-

RAEL: 1 9, W. Watir, 5. III. 1975, A. Freid-

berg, (TAUI); 1 9, Eliot, 6.IX.1974, A.

Freidberg. (TAUI). SUDAN: 1 9, Khar-

toun, (NMSA); I c?, Soudan Kartoun, 21-

26.VII.1927, WWismeijer, (RMNH). SEN-

EGAL: 2 (?, 2 9 , 25-25 km Sud de Richard

Toll piege malaise, 14.8.1989, Leg H. v. d.

Volk c.s. (NMSA). YEMEN: Syntypes, 1

6,4 9, 1 sex ?, (OXUM); syntype, I 6,

(BMNH).
Distribution. —North Africa, Israel, and
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0.5 mm
8

Figs. 7- 10. Oiiunathis teiielhis, female terminalia. 7-8, Dorsal and ventral views. 9, Spermatheca. 10, Genital

fork. Abbreviations: Ce = cercus, T8 = tergite 8, T9 = tergite 9, S8 = sternite 8.

Yemen. Active in March and July through

September.

Remarks. —This desert species is recog-

nized by its small size (7-8 mm); black

body with gray tomentum and white to yel-

lowish vestiture; clavate abdomen; presence

of ventral bristles on the femora and coxae;

black glabrous stripe and two lateral spots

per side on the mesonotum; and characters

of the terminalia (Figs. 1-10). Superficially,

it is similar to O. aegyptius (Scarbrough

and Marascia 2000) but differs in the much
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smaller size, presence of marginal scutellar

bristles, a row of anteroventral bristles be-

low the hind femur, and the combined char-

acters of the wing and terminalia.

Van der Wulp (1899) lists only a male

and female following the species name but

additional comments following the descrip-

tion suggest other specimens were in his

type series; that is 'Fairly common. Several

specimens from Haithalhim and Lahej.' A
search of collections in the Netherlands and

England produced 6 specimens with Wulp's

labels [see below]. As a holotype was not

designated, all of the specimens must be

considered syntypes. To fix the current in-

terpretation of this name and to ensure sta-

bility, I here designate the male in OXUM
lectotype and the five remaining specimens

in OXUMand BMNHas paralectotypes.

Label data and condition of the lectotype

and paralectotypes follow. Lectotype c5, by

present designation, (1) [red lined label

with the word] 'Type' (2) [a note with] 'v.

d. Wulp, Trans. ENT. Soc. 1899, pages 97-

8, pi. iii, figs. 14-15,' (3) [data label with]

S. W. Arabia/ 19 m. Fr. Aden/Haithalhim/

capt. Mar. 25.95/pres. 1899 by J. W. Yer-

bury; (4) [data label with] 1899 [above]

7751, (5) Hope Ent. Type # 280 4/6,

(OXUM) [excellent condition]. Paralecto-

types, by present designation, 1 (^, (1) [data

label] 'Type', (2) Ommatius tenellus v. d.

Wulp, (30 Lahej, Arabia/9.5.95, [good con-

dition], (BMNH); 4 9,1 (sex?), same labels

as lectotype except: (4) 1899 [above] 7753,

(5) Hope Ent. Type # 280 1/6 [excellent

condition]; 1899 [above] 7750, Hope Ent.

Type # 280 2/6 [poor condition with ab-

domen glued to round label, entire fore tar-

sus and apical tarsomeres of remaining tarsi

absent; (4) 1899 [above] 7755, (5) Hope

Ent. Type # 280 3/6 [excellent condition];

(4) 1899 [above] 7751. (5) Hope Ent. Type

# 280 5/6 [excellent condition]; (4) 1899

[above] 7754. (5) Hope Ent.Type # 280 6/

6) [poor condition; abdomen, wings and left

hind leg absent], (OXUM).

Ommatius abdelkiiriensis Scarbrough,

new name

Ommatius tibialis Ricardo 1903: 375. Type

locality: Sokotra, Ab-dul-Kuri; plate xxii,

figs. 10, 10a (primary homonym of Om-
matius tibialis Say 1823: 49); 9 holo-

type, BMNH; Oldroyd, 1980: 348 (cata-

logue).

Redescription.

—

Female: Blackish. Body
9.7 mm; wing, 7.3 mm. Head: Gray tomen-

tose with mostly yellow setae. Face evenly

contoured, slightly protruding beginning

just below antenna; setae, sparse dorsally,

more abundant, longer ventrally; 2 vertical

rows of 4 black bristles present; FHWR1.0:

5.0. Frons with 5-6 short, thin, white setae

laterally. Antenna yellowish-brown tomen-

tose, blackish setose, pedicel ventrally with

1 long, thick seta, at least twice as long as

remaining setae; FWLR1.0:1.3. Ocellar tu-

bercle with 2 long, black setae posteriorly.

2-3 short, yellow setae anteriorly. Occiput

whitish setose, postocular bristles mostly

yellow, 4—5 dorsal bristles thin and brown,

longest strongly proclinate.

Thorax: Mesonotum dorsally subshiny

with sparse grayish tomentum, tomentum

dense laterally and posteriorly; setae sparse,

whitish; 4 lateral bristles black; dorsocen-

tral setae thin, mostly short. 4 longer setae

posteriorly, about two-thirds as long as pos-

talar bristle, 1 black seta present. Scutellum

grayish tomentose, with numerous, long se-

tae, setae about half as long as 2 marginal

bristles; marginal bristles yellow, about as

long as and thick as posterior dorsocentral

setae; preapical groove absent. Pleuron

grayish tomentose, white setose; anepimeral

bristle absent. Halter base yellow, knob red-

dish.

Wi)}g: Hyaline, dense microtrichia pre-

sent apically. Crossvein r-m at apical third

of cell d. Base of cell r4 beyond apex of

cell d; base of vein M, strongly angled for-

ward, cell ml wide apically; mlWR 1.0:

3.4:2.8.

Leg: Fore and middle coxae grayish to-

mentose, whitish setose; hind coxa mostly
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brownish tt^mentose. Fenmra shiny bhick.

mostly or all whitish setose, ventral setae

long. Fore femur with a row of long, thin

setae, basal 3—4 setae about 1.5 times as

long as greatest width of fore femur. Middle

femur with anterior bristles black; anterov-

entral bristles absent, setae short, poster-

oventral setae twice as long as anteroventral

setae. Hind femur anteriorly with 1 black

and 1 yellowish bristle; all ventral vestiture

yellowish, anteroventral setae mostly short

and thin, 2-3 medially contrastingly thicker

than most; postero ventral setae much longer

and thinner than anteroventral setae, medi-

ally 3-4 thickest and longest; HFWLR1 .0:

6.2. Tibiae yellow with narrow apex brown;

vestiture mostly blackish, each tibia with 2-

3 thin yellow bristles; apical third of hind

tibia anteriorly brown to brownish yellow.

Tarsi brown except basal tarsomere of fore

and middle tarsi lighter, reddish brown;

bristles black.

Abdomen: Black, mostly gray tomen-

tose, pale yellow setose; tergites 1-6 dor-

sally reddish-brown tomentose. apical 3-4

tergites with black setae; apex of most ter-

gites with black, thin setae medially, thick-

er, longer, pale yellowish bristles laterally;

tergites 7 and 8 sparse gray tomentose, api-

cal bristles thicker than preceding tergites;

sternite 6 with a black bristle in apical cor-

ner, sternite 7 with 6-7 bristles. Sternite 8

flat, apical margin broadly produced medi-

ally; 4 prominent black bristles and a long,

low, median carina present, carina extends

posteriorly from apical margin to posterior

most bristle. Cercus nanow, twice as long

as wide.

Type material. —Holotype 9, Sokotra/

Abd-el-Kuri/22.2.1899/W. R. O. Grant/

1916-1975; Holotype [round label]; Om-
matius tibialis Ricardo/det J. E. Chainey,

1986, IBMNH].
Distribution. —Known only from the Is-

land of Socotra, Yemen. Active in Febru-

ary.

Remarks. —This species is recognized by

the blackish body; shiny black femora, and

gray tomentum and mostly light vestiture of

the body; thinly tomentose mesonotum;

abundant long setae on the scutellum and

below the femora; and strongly produced

apical margin and four prominent bristles

on sternite 8. It is further characterized by

the presence of thin dorsocentral setae and

scutellar bristles, both yellow, and in the

absence of an anepimeral bristle.

Unknown to Ricardo, the binominal,

Onimatius tibial is. had been used earlier for

a North American species (Say 1823, Bul-

lington and Lavigne 1984). Here I propose

a replacement name, Onimatius abilelkn-

ricnsis Scarbrough, in reference to the type

locality.
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